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To the Editors of THE LANCET. c
SIRS,-Will you permit me once more to appeal to the
charitable public through your columns on behalf of the c
funds of the London Schools Dinner Association ? ? That 
association provides cheap or free meals for underfed *’
children in the board and voluntary schools of London. The 
grants which it makes for that purpose are administered by 
local committees upon which the managers and teachers
are represented. These committees ascertain by proper (
inquiry that the need of application for relief is real and
undertake the economical provision and distribution of 1
suitable food. (
La,st winter the underfed children in 181 schools were thus 
relieved, under the administrative control of 79 local com-
mittees. About 660,000 meals were provided, of which (
102,800 were paid for wholly or partly, by the recipients. (
The total receipts from donations were .&1186, but the amount 
spent in the provision of meals alone was &pound; 1286. This is
the third year in which the necessary expenditure of the
association has exceeded its income. The total deficit for
that period now amounts to more than 700, and the
accumulations of earlier years, when income exceeded 1
expenditure, are now practically exhausted. Unless, there- 
fore, the association receives a substantial increase of
income at an early date, its necessary and beneficent work
will have to be curtailed. 
Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to &ecirc;
"The London Schools Dinners Association," and crossed C
"Barclay & Co.," and forwarded to the Secretary, 117,
School Board Offices, Victoria Embankment, W. C. 1I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, ’
REAY, ’Chairman of the School Board for London.
THE LATE R. B. ANDERSON FUND.
1’0 the Editors of THE LANCET. 
SIRS,&mdash;With reference to the affairs of the late Mr. R. B. 
Anderson, it may be within the recollection of your readers 
that in July last we made an appeal to the profession for 
subscriptions towards the support of his widow and their 
twin sons. This subscription now amounts to about &pound;80, a (
very inadequate sum ; but the committee feel that it is useless t
to keep the fund open much longer. It has therefore been
decided to close it on Wednesday, Jan. 8th, 1902, and to
make an earnest appeal in the meanwhile for further
donations. The amount realised will at once be sent out
to the island of Tobago to be used for the benefit of Mrs.
Anderson and her two sons at the discretion of the Warden of
that island. We may add, in view of a rumour which has
prevailed that the Civil Rights Defence Committee was
dissolved in consequence of some misconduct on Mr.
Anderson’s part, that the only reason for the dissolution of
that committee was its failure to collect, in the time given 1
for’that purpose, the funds required for the contemplated i
appeal to the Privy Council. 
Donations are to be marked " for the late R. B. Anderson 
Fund," and to be sent, and cheques, &c., made payable, to ]
the Manager, Union Bank of London, Chancery-lane, London, ]
W. C. They will be duly acknowledged. 
Wa a.rf Sirs. yours fH.ithfn11v. i
STAMFORD, Chairman.
TIMOTHY HOLMES, Hon. Treasurer.Dec. 9th, 1901.
THE DANGERS OF A COMMON COLD.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The evidence that all colds are infectious and that
without the presence of infection it is impossible to catch a
cold is probably far stronger than your correspondent Dr.
Clayton Jones thinks. Colds are almost unknown in the
Arctic Circle, not on account of the action of the continuous
cold, but because the greater part of that region is -an-
inhabited. When Sir William Conway and his men were
exploring Spitzbergen, though they were exposed to great
privations and were almost constantly wet through, they
never caught a cold, but directly they came down to Andr6e’s
settlement on the coast, where some 40 men were living in
almost constant intercourse with the mainland, they all
developed violent colds. Nansen and his men never caught
a cold during all the three years of his voyage, notwith-
standing the utmost exposure, but directly they reached
ivilisation on the coast of Norway, though still
within the Arctic Circle, they all suffered badly from
olds. The weather is not always keen and bracing
in the Arctic regions ; during the summer-time in Franz
Josef Land, at any rate, it is exceedingly damp, and raw
mist-laden east winds prevail ; yet the members of the
Jackson-Harmsworth Expedition never caught a cold there,
though all but two of them did so directly they reached
civilisation. More noteworthy still were Conway’s expe-
riences in the Himalayas. While amongst the mountains
he and his men, notwithstanding great exposure, never
caught colds ; nor did they even when they visited the small
remote native villages ; but once they came down to a village
where there was a small European settlement in communi-
cation with the outer world, and there they all took bad
colds. Nor is it only in the Arctic regions and amongst
high mountains that colds are absent ; the same immunity
from them is noticeable during long sea voyages and when
camping out in the desert ; and, still more unexpectedly,
in the best open-air sanatoriums, such as Nordrach, where
the ventilation is practically perfect, it is found that the
patients do not catch cold. There is, I believe, plenty of
other evidence to show that there are places remote from
ordinary human life where colds cannot be caught whatever
the exposure ; probably many of your readers can bring
forward instances. On the other hand, that ordinary colds
are in the highest degree infectious is now becoming a matter
of common knowledge, and any medical man if he goes
about with open eyes can collect evidence for himself. I
have watched a cold pass from house to house and have even
traced it from one village to another and have listened, not
without some amusement, while the different sufferers from it
have explained tome just how they caught it-ascribing it to
some open window, change of garment, or other fancied im-
prudence. I know houses where all the members of the
household, including visitors and children, are constantly
catching colds, and they are not the airy or even the
draughty houses, but stuffy, grimy, badly ventilated, and
dark ones. No doubt it is possible to have an inflammation
of the nasal mucous membrane, as of the conjunctiva, from
some simple irritant, but such an event is rare, whereas the
ordinary infectious cold is by far the commonest of all
diseases. Surely, therefore, it is important that its infec-
iousness should be frankly recognised.
T am Circ vn"ra faithfully
H. WILLOUGHBY GARDNER.Shrewsbury, Dec. 3rd, 1901.
MR. HORSLEY’S ELECTIONEERING
SPEECHES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-I have only to say in reply to Mr. Horsley’s personal
abuse of me, reported in your columns last week, that my
letter on pp. 1374-75 of THE LANCET of Nov. 16th remains
unanswered. Had Mr. Horsley’s hands been clean it was
open to him to refute the statements therein before the
election, and especially the paragraph commencing : "I I am
much surprised at Mr. Horsley’s attitude towards the sitting
Direct Representatives." His lame defence before the Council
proves that there was not a word of truth in his allegations
against his colleagues, and particularly Mr. George Brown,
against whom he now admits they were directed. 1 As to the
rest, it can stand over until Mr. Horsley comes up for
judgment before the constituency next year.
I am. Sirs, vours faithfullv,
ALEX. MCCOOK WEIR.Liverpool, Dec. 7th, 1901.
A MEDICAL DEGREE FOR LONDON
STUDENTS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-I beg to suggest that now is a most favourable
opportunity for the London University and the Royal
Colleges to formulate some scheme for the institution of a
pass degree in medicine for London students. The
exigencies of the situation are pressing. I submit that
1 Vide Brit. Med. Jour., Nov. 23rd, p. 1544, and Dec. 7th, p. 1713.
